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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, our Defender in Battle and
Cause of Peace, be with this body as it
completes its legislative work this
week and asks Your blessing upon the
Nation.

This Congress is ever assisted by liai-
son offices and the personnel of our
military forces in the United States.
This tour of duty by the military here
on Capitol Hill must be most pleasing
in Your sight, as our Supreme Com-
mander.

With strategic information and mili-
tary training, this liaison force helps
Congressional Members and commit-
tees to resolve military issues and ac-
complish mutual undertakings that so-
lidify necessary operations by this gov-
ernment. The daily work of men and
women of the military bolsters the
House of Representatives and its re-
solve to protect and defend this Nation.
Their constant presence is a regular in-
vitation of all of us to turn to You, Al-
mighty God, and lift up to You all our
men and women in military uniform
and their families, especially those
who are presently deployed in Afghani-
stan and Iraaq.

As Memorial Day approaches, we
praise You, Lord God, and thank You
for the service and dedication of our
military, especially those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice of them-
selves for the good of us all. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T.

SANCHEZ) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia led the Pledge of Allegiance as
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain 10 1-minute speeches per side.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO KEY WEST
HIGH SCHOOL

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor and congratulate
the newest baseball, State of Florida,
High School Champions, the Key West
High School baseball team.

Located in the southernmost point of
Florida, the Conchs captured their 11th
State title by beating Orlando Bishop
Moore by a score of 7-0. This is the
first State title for the Conchs since
1998, capping an incredible season.

At the beginning of the year, the
Conchs were ranked fifth in the Nation
by Baseball America Magazine, and
they surely did not disappoint. Their
27-to-5 record demonstrates their com-
mitment and their resilience, Mr.
Speaker.

Key West High School is the little
school that could; and, boy, they sure
did. Congratulations to the Key West
High School baseball team on its in-
credible season. Hats off to the ath-
letes, their proud parents, the coaching
staff, the school administrator, the
Monroe County Public School Super-
intendent Randy Acevedo, and all of
the proud residents of Monroe County,
and most especially Key West. Their

win is a victory for all of Monroe Coun-
ty. Go Conchs!

———

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE FOR
ALL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, health
care in this country is a crisis of major
proportions. Seniors are still splitting
pills to make their medications last.
People will not go to a doctor because
they cannot afford it. Only if some are
near death will they rush to the hos-
pital. It is clearly time for a universal,
single payer, not-for-profit health care
system called Medicare For All, and
that is exactly what H.R. 676, spon-
sored by the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS) and by myself would
achieve.

Medicare For All will cost the same
amount the Nation currently spends
for health care overall, but funds will
be reallocated to cover everyone, to
improve care and eliminate cost for in-
dividuals. And here is what would be
covered: all medically necessary proce-
dures, primary care and prevention, in-

patient care, outpatient care, emer-
gency care, prescription drugs, long-
term care, mental health, dental

health, and vision care, as well as
chiropractic services.

It is time for us to realize a primary
purpose of our government is to make
sure our people are healthy. Health
care is a basic right in a democratic so-
ciety.

I am urging support for H.R. 676.

———

COMMENDING LAKE WORTH, FLOR-
IDA POLICE DEPARTMENT ON
HEROIC RESPONSE

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, at 3:48 a.m.
on the morning of Sunday, May 22, an
8-year-old girl from my hometown of
Lake Worth, Florida, was reported
missing. She was thought to have been
abducted by someone she knew and the
Lake Worth Police Department quick-
ly went into action.

In coordination with the Florida De-
partment of Law Enforcement, an
Amber Alert was issued at 7:30 a.m. and
an all-points bulletin, including off-
duty police, were called in to respond.
Under the leadership of Deputy Chief
Patrick Hampshire, more than 100 offi-
cers from five agencies responded with-
in an hour.

Sergeant Michael Hall was charged
with searching for her at the city
dump. Opening a large bin, Sergeant
Hall found cement blocks, but on a sec-
ond look he saw the faint shadow of a
small hand. With the help of Corporal
Robert Cresswell of the Palm Beach
Sheriff’s Department, Lieutenant Dave
Matthews of the Liake Worth Police De-
partment, Special Agent Mike Driscoll
of the Florida Department of Law En-
forcement, the searchers were able to
get this young girl out from under
these blocks and debris and save her
life. SWAT Medic Earl Bakki gave her
medical attention until she could get
to the hospital.

Mr. Speaker, these are true heroes,
working as a team and using the tools
they had been provided to save this
young, precious life. I want to com-
mend Chief William Smith and the
members of the Llake Worth Police De-
partment for their swift, heroic re-
sponse on Sunday, as well as the Palm
Beach County Sheriff’s Department,
Lantana Police Department, Boca
Raton Police Department, the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement for
aiding in the search for this young girl.

——

TRIBUTE TO KATIE BROWNELL

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to sa-
lute a young girl who is truly in a
league of her own, Kate Brownell.

Katie is a shy 11l-year-old girl of few
words, but when she gets on the base-
ball field she lets her pitching do the
talking, and she rocks. Brownell is the
only girl in the Oakfield-Alabama Lit-
tle League Baseball Program. Last
week, she threw a perfect game for the
Dodgers in an 11-0 victory for the
Yankees.

How dominant was she? She struck
out all 18 batters she faced, yielding no
more than two balls to any batter in a
6-inning victory. Katie accomplished
something that league officials cannot
remember anyone, boy or girl, ever
doing. Brownell is not just good at
pitching, she is also great at the plate,
and her batting average is .714.

When I first read her story, I was ex-
cited and inspired by this young girl’s
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talent. I was so impressed that I want-
ed to be sure to come down to the floor
and recognize her achievement. She ex-
emplifies what you can achieve, re-
gardless of gender.

That is why it is bewildering to me
that in this day and age we are debat-
ing whether or not to allow women in
combat. If anything, young women like
Katie serve to remind us that we can
pretty much do anything that men can,
and sometimes even better.

———

WE NEED THE MARRIAGE
PROTECTION AMENDMENT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the States
should decide. Is that not what we
heard in debate on gay marriage?

Well, that is what Nebraska did, with
a constitutional amendment passed by
their State legislature and approved by
over 70 percent of their voters in a ref-
erendum. The State decided that the
definition of marriage should be lim-
ited to one man and one woman, a defi-
nition that nearly everyone in this
country agrees with.

But recently an activist Federal
judge disagreed and the duly enacted
law of the State, the decision of the
State and its reelected representatives
and voters, was overruled by an activ-
ist Federal court.

Does not sound like States deciding
to me. On the contrary, it is exactly
what many of us have said would hap-
pen, activist courts would erode the
will of the people in States like Ne-
braska. The other side, the side
screaming for States’ rights just 10
months ago, has not said a word while
Federal courts decide and impose their
will of what marriage is on the States.

This is too far. We need to act. The
Federal Marriage Protection Amend-
ment will ensure that States decide
this issue of critical importance. If the
other side really believes their own
rhetoric, they will back this amend-
ment and fight for judges who allow
the people and their elected represent-
atives to debate and decide cultural
issues.

———

CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
BILL

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, there are
many Caribbean Americans who have
helped to shape American government,
politics, business, arts, education,
science and culture: Sidney Poitier,
Tito Puente, Colin Powell, Edwidge
Danticat, Harry Belafonte, Julia Alva-

rez, Kelsey Grammer, Wyclef Jean,
Celia Cruz, Mervyn Dymally, Raul
Julia, Jesus Colon, Gloria Estafan,

Shirley Chisholm, Alex Rodriguez, and
John Point du Sable. These are just a
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few Caribbean Americans who have
contributed so much to the United
States.

This year, I reintroduced a resolution
which we introduced last year, H. Con.
Res. 71. It is a bipartisan and long-
overdue effort to create a national Car-
ibbean American Heritage Month. I ask
all of my colleagues to join me, the 72
cosponsors, and numerous Caribbean
American voices from across the coun-
try who have supported this measure.

When we return from the Memorial
Day recess, I hope the House will con-
sider this bipartisan goodwill resolu-
tion that honors the legacy and the di-
versity of the Caribbean American
community. It is long overdue.

———
ECONOMIC GROWTH

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week I came to the floor to
share great economic news from my
State of Tennessee. We had just
learned that Tennessee expects to have
a $272 million boost in sales revenue,
State revenues. It appears that our
fight to restore the sales tax deduct-
ibility to our Federal income tax is
paying off big time, and we thank the
leadership for that.

But, Mr. Speaker, the good thing we
have learned is that this news is not
just limited to Tennessee. Just this
morning the Bureau of Economic Anal-
ysis revised the Nation’s first quarter
growth upward. America’s GDP grew at
3.5 percent, not 3.1 percent, as had pre-
viously been estimated.

If you do not know what that means,
let me tell you. It means that the Re-
publican support for lower taxes and
less regulation is paying off. It works.
It works. In April, America’s free en-
terprise system created 274,000 new
jobs.

Everyone in this body should recog-
nize the fact that our leadership and
our majority are putting America on
the right track for growth and job cre-
ation.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF REPUB-
LICAN-LED CONGRESS TO DATE

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
as we head home for the Memorial Day
recess this weekend, let us take a look
at all of the accomplishments of our
Republican-led Congress so far this
year: bankruptcy reform, class action
fairness, REAL ID Act with immigra-
tion reform, permanent repeal of the
death tax, continuity of government,
comprehensive energy policy, and
many others that I would like to list,
but the time is too short.

All of these bills were overwhelm-
ingly Dbipartisan and overwhelming
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common-sense, good government legis-
lation. Constituents will appreciate the
fact that Republicans are listening to
their concerns and taking positive, pro-
ductive steps to reach solutions.

There is much work to do, and we are
methodically getting that work done.
It may not be flashy, but it is responsi-
bility in action, and Americans appre-
ciate this. Republicans will continue to
tackle the tough issues of the day rath-
er than pass the buck on to future gen-
erations. Americans may not read
about it in their newspapers or hear
about it on the nightly news; however,
solutions are happening here and now.

Mr. Speaker, success is defined in
terms of solutions, not in terms of
rhetoric, and solutions are what Re-
publicans are bringing to the American
people.

————
0 1015
IN HONOR OF TODD VENETTE

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mourn the loss of a great
American, Todd Venette, whose life
was cut short by a terrorist attack in
Iraq.

Todd, a former Marine, was helping
Iraq’s young democracy as a govern-
ment contractor when he was killed by
a terrorist car bomb in Baghdad. As his
friends and family would tell you, Todd
was a selfless person who volunteered
to reenlist shortly after the war in Iraq
started. When he completed his tour,
his dedication to the mission led him
to return to Iraq as a government con-
tractor.

A giving person, a mentor, and a
servant are among the words that have
been used to describe Todd. As a fire-
fighter in Russellville, Arkansas. Todd
helped protect the community. His
service to the people of Russellville did
not end there. Todd was instrumental
in establishing a wrestling program for
kids at the local Boys and Girls Club,
putting his talents to work as a mentor
to shape the lives of young people of
Russellville in a positive way.

Mr. Speaker, Todd touched many
people in his short life. I ask my col-
leagues to keep Todd’s family and
friends in their thoughts and prayers
during these very difficult times.

———
RECOGNIZING JIM LONGWORTH

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and congratulate Triad
Today for being awarded the Spectrum
of Democracy Award for Responsible
Election Coverage by the North Caro-
lina Center For Voter Education. The
program is aired in the Fifth Congres-
sional District on Sinclair Broadcast-
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ing’s WXLV/WUPN station covering
the Winston-Salem/Greensboro/High
Point metropolitan area.

Triad Today was created October 2003
by veteran television broadcaster, au-
thor, and columnist Jim Longworth. It
is the Piedmont Triad’s only local tele-
vision talk show. Its guests have in-
cluded Senators and Congressmen,
mayors and sports celebrities like
Richard Petty. But most of the time it
serves the community by dissemi-
nating information about the issues
that matter the most to the commu-
nity, like health care, public safety,
and government.

But it was another kind of public
service for which Triad Today was re-
cently recognized. During the 2004 elec-
tion cycle, Jim Longworth distributed
free blocks of air time on his show to
scores of congressional and guber-
natorial candidates. His action helped
raise citizen awareness of candidates
and issues and encouraged more people
to participate in the political process.
For this, Mr. Longworth and Triad
Today were awarded the Spectrum of
Democracy Award.

Mr. Speaker, the press has a respon-
sibility to fulfill its role as the fourth
estate, that is, to serve as a guardian
of democracy and defender of the pub-
lic interest. I am pleased to congratu-
late Triad Today for its outstanding
commitment to keeping the commu-
nity informed.

———

REPUBLICANS RETURN CONTROL
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Ronald Reagan once said that
the government’s view of the economy
could be summed up in a few short
phrases: if it moves, tax it. If it keeps
moving, regulate it; and if it stops
moving, subsidize it.

I believe the American people, not
the government, have a better view of
our economy. By working to remove
the economic barriers of taxation, liti-
gation and regulation, House Repub-
licans are returning control of the
economy to the American people. The
109th Congress has passed legislation
this year which will permanently re-
peal the death tax, decrease the deficit,
strengthen American borders, prevent
frivolous lawsuits, improve our high-
ways, and provide our country with a
comprehensive energy policy.

In my home State of South Carolina,
the unemployment rate continues to
decrease and over 1,300 new jobs have
been created since March. This great
news is positive proof that the Repub-
lican leaders are creating more jobs,
growing the economy, and returning
control to the American people.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.
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THE HISTORY OF MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, as we
prepare to celebrate Memorial Day, let
me give a brief history lesson. We know
that Southern families decorated the
graves of their fallen friends after the
Civil War on what was known as Deco-
ration Day.

However, it was a former Member of
Congress, a Democrat-turned-Repub-
lican, an individual who got elected to
the Senate, General John A. Logan,
who gets credit for memorializing Me-
morial Day as he established the Grand
Army of the Republic and issued Gen-
eral Order 31 which formerly estab-
lished Memorial Day.

General Logan was from Illinois in
the deep southern part of the State. He
was a congressman, a U.S. Senator and
a vice presidential candidate. He is me-
morialized with a statue here in Wash-
ington, DC and a statue in Raleigh,
North Carolina, where he kept Union
soldiers from burning down the city.
He also has a community college
named after him in the southern part
of the State of Illinois.

As we remember the men and women
who have fallen in combat, let us also
remember our soldiers from all wars
and the folks that made it possible for
us to have and celebrate Memorial
Day, and one of those individuals is
General John A. Logan.

———

HONORING OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, shortly after the conclusion
of the Civil War, a group of veterans
began a tradition known as Decoration
Day. The day was set aside to decorate
the graves of the men who had perished
during battle, and it was believed Deco-
ration Day was always during the
month of May because flowers needed
for the occasion were finally blooming.
Two centuries later, Decoration Day is
now Memorial Day, but two core tradi-
tions remain: we honor those who died
protecting our Nation, and we still do
so in May when the flowers are bloom-
ing.

Today, as our Nation spends it third
consecutive Memorial Day at war, we
remember the men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice defending
the precious gift of liberty. We honor
the people who have left behind hus-
band, wives, children and parents, as
well as the riches and celebrations of
life, to fight for the freedoms of all
Americans; and we should remain al-
ways remindful of that symbolic tradi-
tion of Decoration Day, that flowers
will bloom, a beautiful America will
bloom from the sacrifices made by our
fallen veterans.
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Mr. Speaker, we give thanks for the
service of our veterans; and to those
who served and paid the ultimate price,
we give our deepest thanks.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2528, MILITARY QUALITY
OF LIFE AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2006

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 298 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 298

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2528) making
appropriations for military quality of life
functions of the Department of Defense,
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. Points of
order against provisions in the bill for fail-
ure to comply with clause 2 of rule XXI are
waived. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be
printed in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall
be considered as read. When the committee
rises and reports the bill back to the House
with a recommendation that the bill do pass,
the previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 298 is an open
rule providing for consideration of H.R.
25628, the Military Quality of Life and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act of
2006. The rule allows for 1 hour of gen-
eral debate, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations. It waives all points of
order against consideration of the bill.
It waives points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply
with clause 2 of rule XXI, prohibiting
unauthorized appropriations or legisla-
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tive provisions in an appropriations
bill.

It authorizes the Chair to accord pri-
ority and recognition to Members who
have preprinted their amendments in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and it pro-
vides one motion to recommit with or
without instructions. Under the rules
of the House, the bill shall be read for
amendment by paragraph.

Mr. Speaker, today I am proud to
present for consideration the rule for
the very first Military Quality of Life
and Veterans Affairs Appropriation
bill. This important subcommittee was
formed to take an all-inclusive look at
the programs related to the quality of
life for the brave servicemen and
-women who currently serve America
in the Armed Forces, their families and
those men and women who sacrificed so
much for our freedom in the past.

I also believe the bill before us
achieves this important goal in a fis-
cally responsible manner. The new sub-
committee held 14 hearings this year
covering a wide range of issues per-
taining to their new jurisdiction, and I
believe their product is a strong one.

The underlying bill totals $121.8 bil-
lion of which $85.2 billion is discre-
tionary and $36.6 billion is mandatory.
The discretionary funding level rep-
resents a $1 billion increase above the
President’s request and $5.9 billion
above last year’s enacted level. The bill
funds the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs at $68.1 billion, $2.3 billion above
the fiscal year 2005 enacted level, and
$635 million above the 2006 budget re-
quest.

Particularly important is the $21 bil-
lion for veterans medical services, $1.6
billion above the 2005 enacted level and
a billion dollars more than the budget
request. This is an 8.5 percent increase
over last year’s level, and an 18.2 per-
cent increase in medical services from
fiscal year 2004.

Perhaps most importantly, and what
I heard the most about from the vet-
erans back home in northwest Georgia,
is that this bill does not contain any
new fees for veterans medical services
or prescription drugs. The bill restores
funding for long-term care to the level
it was in the fiscal year 2005 appropria-
tion legislation, and the bill directs the
Secretary to work with the National
Association of State Veterans Homes
to generate an agreeable policy to
make the program function more effec-
tively for the veterans and for the tax-
payer.

Mr. Speaker, there are two State vet-
erans homes in Georgia that are hugely
important to many aging citizens and
their families, and I am personally
grateful for this measure.

Additionally, the bill includes lan-
guage directing the Department to
spend more than $2.2 billion on spe-
cialty mental health care in fiscal year
2006, an important issue that many
Members of Congress brought to the at-
tention of the chairman. The sub-
committee also included report lan-
guage directing the VA to double the
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funding available for mental health re-
search.

For the Department of Defense, the
bill provides a total of $53.5 billion, and
within this total is funding for mili-
tary construction, for family housing
construction and maintenance, basic
allowance for housing payments, facili-
ties maintenance, modernization, and
environmental restoration.

Also included in this bill is $20 billion
for the Defense health program. This is
an increase of $1.8 billion above the fis-
cal year 2005 enacted level, and it is
$192.3 million above the 2006 Presi-
dential budget request.

This amount will sufficiently allow
for ongoing preparation of our brave
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines
while caring also for their families at
home.

0 1030

Finally, the subcommittee has al-
lowed for greatly enhanced interaction
between the Department of Defense
and the VA to explore joint ventures
that can enhance a continuity of serv-
ices provided between the two depart-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, in a tough budget year
such as this, we have a responsibility
to make sure that scarce resources are
allocated in the most effective and effi-
cient manner possible. This bill
achieves that goal.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
did not acknowledge Subcommittee
Chairman  WALSH, Ranking Sub-
committee Member EDWARDS and, of
course, Chairman LEWIS for their vi-
sion and hard work on this bill. I look
forward to this debate, and I encourage
my colleagues to support the rule and
the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Georgia for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes,
and I yield myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, this is the first year
that the House will consider a military
quality of life-VA appropriations bill.
As a result of the subcommittee re-
alignment adopted earlier this year by
the Appropriations Committee, mili-
tary construction, Defense Department
health programs and all veterans’ pro-
grams are now contained in this one
appropriations bill.

I want to commend Chairman WALSH
and Ranking Member EDWARDS for the
bill that they have crafted. Both gen-
tlemen are well known for their skill
at reaching out and working in a bipar-
tisan manner and this bill reflects that
collaboration as well as their deep
commitment to our uniformed men and
women and their families, both those
in current service and those who have
honored our Nation with past service.

Regrettably, while H.R. 2528 is a sig-
nificant improvement over the Presi-
dent’s shameful budget for veterans’
health care, even this bill will not get
the job done for the men and women
who are depending on the Department
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of Veterans Affairs to meet their
health care needs. I appreciate that
this bill is $1 billion more than the
President suggested for veterans’ med-
ical services, but a significant portion
of that increase is offset by cutting the
very personnel and equipment nec-
essary for the VA to carry out its mis-
sion and provide timely, and quality,
service to our veterans. Further, the
increases in this bill are simply not
enough to keep up with inflation and
the rapidly growing number of veterans
needing services from the VA.

Mr. Speaker, more than 20 percent of
soldiers who have left active duty after
service in Iraq or Afghanistan have
sought health care services from the
VA, and with no end of combat in
sight, I am sure that that number will
continue to rise. Recent studies show
that the mental and psychological im-
pact of war is taking its toll on our
newest generation of veterans.
Through February 11, 2005, according to
a study performed by the VA, over
17,000 veterans of the Iraq and Afghani-
stan wars have been diagnosed with
mental disorders. The New England
Journal of Medicine reported last July
that nearly one in five soldiers is leav-
ing the war with post-traumatic stress
disorder and other mental health prob-
lems.

How can we ensure the successful
treatment and rehabilitation of these
veterans when we know that the sys-
tem in place is already insufficient to
meet current needs?

Mr. Speaker, this bill does not meet
the needs of our veterans, old or new,
because it simply does not provide the
resources for the transition from sol-
dier to veteran. It does not provide the
resources needed to update and mod-
ernize crumbling facilities. It does not
provide the funds to adequately staff
and equip veterans’ health care prob-
lems. You can spin it all you want, but
those are the facts.

This is an important question of pri-
orities, Mr. Speaker, and the Members
of this House should have a chance to
debate and vote on these priorities.

Last night in the Rules Committee,
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) presented a very simple amend-
ment to provide an additional $2.6 bil-
lion for veterans’ health care. To pay
for this increase, the amendment pro-
posed reducing the tax cut for people
making over $1 million this year in
taxable income from  $140,000 to
$129,000.

But the Republicans on the Rules
Committee said ‘‘no,” Mr. Speaker.
They voted not to allow the amend-
ment to be debated on the floor today.
They voted to deny every Member of
this House from expressing what their
priorities would be if given a chance to
vote on the matter: a slightly smaller
tax cut for millionaires? Or $2.6 billion
for our veterans? That is the choice. A
smaller tax cut for millionaires, or to
make sure our veterans get the health
care that they need and that they de-
serve and have earned.
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Mr. Speaker, it was even suggested in
the Rules Committee last night that
millionaires need this tax cut more
than our veterans returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan need the services pro-
vided by the veterans’ health system. I
could not disagree more. If this rule
passes, the Members of this House will
be denied their right to debate and vote
on whether or not it is a priority for
them to adequately fund the VA and
health care for America’s veterans.

At the end of this debate today, Mr.
Speaker, I will call for a vote on the
previous question. If the previous ques-
tion is defeated, I will amend the rule
so that we can consider and vote on the
Obey amendment to increase funding
for veterans’ health services.

Last night, Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican majority on this floor voted to
deny adequate health care to our Na-
tional Guard and Reserves. It was
shameful what happened on the floor
last night. Today, they have a chance
to redeem themselves by voting ‘‘no”
on the previous question and allowing
the Obey amendment to be voted on on
this floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In regard to the gentleman’s com-
ments about mental health care for our
veterans, for the first time ever, the
President proposed and Congress pro-
vided a dedicated pool of resources, ac-
tually $2.2 billion, to provide specialty
mental health care to veterans, par-
ticularly those who are returning from
the combat area, as SO many are now.

In order to better serve combat vet-
erans, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is directed to do a comprehensive
study on post-traumatic stress dis-
order, focusing on improving mental
health, mental health research, mental
health care and access to information.
In addition, in encouraging better co-
operation and care of veterans and ac-
tive military personnel, VA and the
Department of Defense are directed to
develop a plan to improve seamless
transition on internal and external ob-
stacles to transition and recommenda-
tions that would continue to enhance
the continuity of care.

Mr. Speaker, in regard to total
spending on VA medical care, let us
just go back to 1999 and come forward
to 2005 over the last 6 years. In 1999, VA
medical care appropriations were $17.8
billion. In fiscal year 2005, that number
was $29.9 billion. The increases over
those 6 years:

1999 to 2000, 9.2 percent;

2000 to 2001, 11.3 percent;

2001 to 2002, a lean year, as we all
know, because of the economy and 9/11;
nevertheless, a 4.6 percent increase;

2002 to 2003, 11.9, an almost 12 percent
increase;

2003 to 2004, another 11.4 percent in-
crease;

2004 to 2005, a 6.2 percent increase.

The commitment is there. Absolutely
the numbers show it. I do not see how
anybody could refute that.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just respond to the gen-
tleman. He talks about how the Repub-
lican majority has increased the
amount of money that we are spending
on veterans’ issues. But the bottom
line is, we are at war and there are
more and more veterans coming back.
And so you can spin this all you want,
but what you are providing in this bill
is not nearly enough to take care of
the needs of our veterans. That is a
fact.

It is not just me saying it. The Amer-
ican Legion sent a letter to the Con-
gress saying the same thing, that VA
medical care is approximately $2.5 bil-
lion short for fiscal year 2006. They
write, As Operations Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom veterans con-
tinue to seek timely access to the VA
health care delivery system, older vet-
erans should not be kicked to the curb
to make room for the newest genera-
tion of wartime veterans.

The coalition of Amvets, Paralyzed
Veterans of America, Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans and Veterans of Foreign
Wars have endorsed the Obey amend-
ment because, they wrote, the Obey
amendment would provide the funding
needed to meet fixed costs and to care
for returning veterans as well as pro-
vide the resources the VA needs to
meet shortfalls that are affecting vet-
erans today.

We are asking you to support this
amendment and to provide the dollars
needed to care for servicemembers re-
turning from Iraq and Afghanistan, as
well as all veterans who rely upon the
VA to provide their health care.

Almost every veterans organization
in this country is saying that what we
are doing here today is not enough.
You can say that you have increased it
a little bit, but the bottom line is that
we are at war. We are in Afghanistan
and we are in Iraq, and more and more
veterans are coming back, and we do
not have the resources in this bill to
adequately take care of their needs.

Let us be clear. Let us not try to spin
to the American people that somehow
we are doing our job here. The Repub-
lican leadership has made a choice.
They would rather spend the money to
provide more tax cuts for millionaires
and billionaires than adequately fund
the VA budget. I think at a time of war
that that is just absolutely wrong.

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to yield 3
minutes to my colleague on the com-
mittee, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MATSUI).

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is ap-
propriate that the last bill we take up
before recessing for the Memorial Day
District Work Period is the military
quality of life appropriations bill, the
bill which includes funding for Vet-
erans Affairs. Today, when we pass this
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bill and fund veterans’ programs, we
are reaffirming the promise we made to
each veteran when they agreed to serve
and protect our Nation. Part of that
promise, one of the most important
promises, is to provide them with supe-
rior medical care.

While I do commend the committee
for increasing funding for veterans’
health care over the President’s re-
quest, as the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts mentioned, even leading vet-
erans’ groups state it does not increase
funding enough. The funding does not
keep pace with the rising population of
veterans or the rising cost of health
care.

Yesterday, as the gentleman from
Massachusetts also mentioned, the
Rules Committee had the opportunity
to make in order an amendment by the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY)
that would have increased funding for
veterans’ health care to the necessary
levels. The Republican majority chose
not to. This is truly, truly unfortunate.

Most Members, myself included, have
already heard from veterans in their
district that they have to wait far too
long for medical care. In some in-
stances, veterans face wait times of up
to 6 months. Yet the bill before us does
not provide the funding necessary to
provide prompt access to health serv-
ices. And with our ongoing operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the number of
veterans needing medical service will
only continue to rise.

I am truly thankful that those men
and women honorably serving our Na-
tion in the world’s hot spots are likely
to return home to their family and
friends. With protective armor and the
improving quality of medical treat-
ment in the field, more of our service-
members are surviving combat wounds
and returning, though with an in-
creased need for medical service. Many
of these men and women are amputees
who will need months of rehabilitation
to learn to walk and use prosthetic
limbs. Because of these injuries, the
men and women of our Armed Forces
will need continuous care for the rest
of their lives.

At a time when American men and
women are serving our Nation in hos-
tile environments, we must dem-
onstrate our intent to fulfill our prom-
ise and fund veterans’ medical services
at the highest possible level. We must
provide them with the most efficient
and highest quality medical care this
country can offer.

I hope that on the floor today, we can
make in order the gentleman from Wis-
consin’s amendment increasing our
commitment to veterans.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In regard to the comment about the
waiting time for our veterans to re-
ceive care, we had several years ago,
and I want to respond, of course, to the
gentlewoman from California about her
concerns, but there was a waiting time
of greater than 6 months for up to
350,000 veterans. I think most of those
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were in Category, priority level, 7 and
8. But because of increased funding and
policy change, that number was re-
duced to 36,000.

We do not want to have, Mr. Speaker,
any of our veterans having to wait 6
months or more. But to cut that down
from hundreds of thousands to 36,000, I
think, is significant progress.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the

gentleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM), a member of the sub-
committee.

[ 1045

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, the
thing, I guess, that irks me the most,
some of the Members on the other side
come from the liberal left. They do not
support the military. They vote
against defense bills. They vote against
defense supplementals, which protect
our men and women and gives them the
equipment and things they need to sur-
vive to do their job and come back
alive. Many of these same Members
give a cry for the veterans that we
want to increase above budget, we
want to increase that, because they
know they vote. We want them to come
back alive.

When the Democrats had control of
this House, they cut the military
COLAs. They cut veterans’ COLAs.
They increased Social Security tax.
They increased the tax on the veterans
and the military. And cut their health
care, VFW and American Legion chas-
tised the Democrats because they not
only just level funded it or reduced it,
they gutted it. And I still have the ar-
ticles in my office about how the
Democrats did not come up to speed on
the health care for the veterans.

Since we took the majority over the
last few years, we have increased
health care over 60 percent. Subvention
was my bill for the military, TRICARE
for everybody.

Another thing last night where they
said, well, the Republicans did not vote
to take care of our National Guard,
they sign a contract, Mr. Speaker.
When one goes into the National Guard
or Reserve, they are a citizen soldier.
They sign up and they are working in a
business and they get your health care
through the business or they sign up
with private insurance.

My colleagues on the other side want
socialized medicine. They want single-
payer, government controlled system.
If the government gets involved in
that, all of a sudden we are up around
$56-plus billion, and the private sector
will not provide for it. And they tried
to use it as a political pawn. It sickens
me. I am military retired, and I have
health care, and so do our veterans in
an increasing manner.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me say just to the gentleman
from California who referred to the
vote we had yesterday to provide more
health care benefits to our Guard and
Reserves, he may not think that an im-
portant thing to do, but those of us on

May 26, 2005

this side do, especially when we are re-
lying on them more and more to be the
soldiers on the frontline in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

And I also want to point out that
currently about 50,000 of our veterans
are waiting in line for at least 6
months for veterans health care, and
that problem will only gets worse with
the growing number of returning sol-
diers from Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Enduring Freedom. And as of May,
2005, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs had treated more than 85,000 of
the 360,675 veterans from these deploy-
ments. In 2006 the Department expects
to treat 5.2 million veterans, double
the number in 1995. And overall, the
medical care inflation rate for 2004 was
close to double the inflation rate.

So, Mr. Speaker, again, the point
here is if we are going to send our
young men and women overseas to
fight wars, then I think we have an ob-
ligation, a moral obligation, to make
sure they have the health care and the
support when they return home that
they not only deserve but they have
earned.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY),
ranking member on the Committee on
Appropriations.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, appropria-
tion bills represent the legislation
where we have a chance to put our
money where our rhetoric is. On Vet-
erans’ Day, I would venture to say that
virtually every Member of this House
has gone home and spoken about how
much we care for veterans, and I am
sure on Memorial Day that many Mem-
bers will be going home and they will
put their hands over their hearts and
say how much they respect veterans.

When wars start, we are very good at
having the bands play. We are very
good at having the crowds cheer. But
all too often, when those veterans
come home, they do not get the same
treatment. They certainly did not dur-
ing Vietnam. And I think the test of
our concern for veterans is not the
kind of speeches we give as we send
them off to war. It is the kind of treat-
ment we give them when they get
home.

Now, we can brag all we want about
the fact that this bill is a billion dol-
lars above the President’s for veterans
health care. Fine. I am glad it is. But
the fact is that still does not keep up
with the cost of inflation. The fact is
there are still waiting lists and waiting
lines. The fact is that VA facilities are
still badly in need of repair. The fact is
we still do not do enough prosthesis re-
search.

Next year, the VA expects to handle
twice as many veterans as they did in
1995, and medical care inflation is
twice the rate of inflation in the reg-
ular economy.

The reason this bill is so squeezed is
because the budget resolution, which
this House passed about a month ago,
has imposed tight limits on this
Congress’s ability to fund veterans
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health care and a number of other
areas because the number one priority
in that budget bill was tax cuts and we
wound up guaranteeing to everybody
who makes $1 million a year or more
that they will take home a tax cut of
$140,000 on average this year.

The amendment that I wanted the
Committee on Rules to make in order
was very simple. We simply wanted
this House to reconsider that tax pack-
age and to shave that $140,000 average
tax cut down to 129,000 bucks. I think
every American would be very happy to
settle for a $129,000 tax cut this year. If
we simply shaved it down to 129,000
bucks for people making over 1 million
bucks a year, we would be able to put
$2.6 billion more into veterans health
care.

In the past, this country has always
thrived because it believed in the sense
of shared sacrifice. How is the sacrifice
being shared today? We are asking
those who wear the uniform of the
United States, whether they be regular
forces or Guard or Reserves, we are
asking them to bear the full burden of
our effort in Iraq and Afghanistan. And
what burden are we asking the folks to
bear here at home? We are saying, ‘‘Oh,
they have got to sacrifice by taking a
tax cut.” What we are asking is that
we adjust that sense of shared sacrifice
so that we shave the benefits for people
who are already the most blessed in
this society, we shave their tax bene-
fits by just a little bit in order to make
just a little bit more room for veterans
health care. And I make no a apology
for trying to do that.

I believe that we need to remember
Abraham Lincoln’s admonition in the
second inaugural address: “To care for
him who shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow and his orphan.”
This Congress has taken some initia-
tives to do that this year. But it is not
enough. I plead fully guilty to wanting
to have health care for every single
American. I think it is a mortal sin
that there are 45 million Americans
who do not have health care coverage,
but at the very least, we ought to see
to it that every person who wears the
uniform of the United States has what-
ever health care they need whenever
they need it.

We do not worry about how much a
war is going to cost when we start one
or when we get into one. We pay the
cost. We should also not worry about
how much it is going to cost to provide
adequate health care for people who
fight that war. Whatever they need is
what we ought to provide, and there is
not a Member in this House who can
demonstrate that this bill is fully ade-
quate. Is it better than the President’s
budget? Of course. Anything would be.
But it is not enough, and we have tried
to show a way for us to provide more
funding for veterans without doing se-
rious damage to anybody else’s inter-
ests in this country.

And I would hope we would turn
down the previous question so that we
have a chance to offer that amend-
ment.
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Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CUNNINGHAM).

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
have a question for the gentleman from
Massachusetts: Has he ever been in the
Guard?

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. I yield to the
gentleman from Massachusetts.

Mr. MCGOVERN. No, Mr. Speaker.
But I am in awe of those who serve this
country.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, has
he ever been in the Reserves?

Mr. McCGOVERN. No, I have not.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Has he ever been
in active duty military?

Mr. MCGOVERN. No, Mr. Speaker.
But I support these men and women
who are serving our country, and they
deserve health care, which it is a dis-
grace what the Republican majority
did.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I have. And I
thought not.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, it was
shameful what happened on the House
floor, and they have an opportunity to
redeem themselves today.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. I thought not,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I should say to the gentleman I re-
spect his service as well. I just wish he
would join with us in providing the
adequate allocation for our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS).

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, just to
follow up on the last comment of my
colleague who has served our Nation so
well in service in the military, let me
just point out that Vice President CHE-
NEY did not serve our country in the
military. And I do not think any one of
us in this room would have the right,
based on that, to question his alle-
giance to our country or his commit-
ment to our servicemen and -women.

I do not want to get into a partisan
debate between Republicans and Demo-
crats over military service. What I do
want to do is raise one simple question:
Should this House not have the right to
vote on the Obey amendment, which
would provide a $2.6 billion increase for
veterans health care, education, and
other programs? Should we not have
the right during a time of war to vote
on that?

Now, the gentleman from Georgia
said in his comments that this rule
waives points of order against the bill.
My follow-up question is if the House
Committee on Rules waives points of
order against the bill to pass the bill,
would it not be fair to say why do we
not waive one point of order against an
amendment in order to help veterans
receive better health care? This would
not be the first time, if my Republican
colleagues will check the record, that
they would have waived a point of
order to allow a tax measure to be part
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of an appropriations bill. It has been
done multiple times by this leadership
in this House.

The point has been made that VA
health care has been increased by, I be-
lieve, 40 percent over the last 5 years.
And that is correct, and I think that
has been a bipartisan effort. In fact, it
has taken Congress a lot of increases
over the President’s requests over the
last 5 years in order to get to that 40
percent increase. But what that fact
does not paint a true picture of is that
during that time period there has been
an increase in the number of veterans
needing VA health care of 31 percent.

So that means over the last 5 years,
including during a time of war, we have
only had a 9 percent increase in VA
health care spending to cover all of the
inflationary cost for that health care.
And we all know health care budgets,
whether they are within the VA or the
private system, are going up at 5, 6, 7,
8 percent a year.

Let us look at the inflationary costs
in the VA health care that, frankly,
make the Obey amendment very crit-
ical in trying to improve health care
for our veterans. First is just a man-
dated 2.3 percent salary increase, which
is the minimum increase we probably
will pass this year, will take $247 mil-
lion out of the VA health care budget.
For prescription drugs, last year alone
prescription drugs in the VA went up
$548 million. So that is nearly $800 mil-
lion we are talking about in infla-
tionary costs.

The fact is that this year, according
to the Bush administration, we will ex-
pect a net increase of 300,000 veterans
needing VA health care services. Many
of those, tens of thousands of those,
would be veterans of the Iraqi and Af-
ghanistan war. Using the administra-
tion’s own numbers, a little over $6,400
per veteran per year for VA health care
times 300,000 veterans, that alone
would require a $1.94 billion increase in
VA health care funding for fiscal year
2006 just to meet inflationary costs and
the increase in the number of veterans
needing that care.
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The fact is, and I think we all know
this, we can talk statistics and per-
centages, that VA hospitals today all
over the country are using capital
equipment and other equipment budg-
ets just to keep the lights on and to
pay salaries. We all know, as Members
of Congress who visit our VA hospitals
back home, they are underfunded and
are having to cut corners, which should
not have to be cut, especially during a
time of war.

Through all this debate we might for-
get what the Obey amendment does. It
prevents a $500 million cut in medical
administration for VA care. It prevents
a $417 million cut in dollars needed to
keep the lights on and run our VA hos-
pitals. It prevents a cut in VA health
care research dollars. That is what this
amendment is all about, not a partisan
debate.
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Let us vote against this rule, vote
against the previous question, and
allow the veterans of America during a
time of war to have the right for Con-
gress to vote on increasing our com-
mitment to quality care for our vet-
erans.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER).

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy in
permitting me to speak on this rule.

I, too, am pleased with the establish-
ment of the Subcommittee on Military
Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies. This is an im-
portant new development to be able to
look holistically at the needs of our
military.

I also appreciate the great leadership
that this subcommittee has with the
gentleman from New York (Chairman
Walsh) and the ranking member, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS).
These are people who have proven their
commitments to our veterans and who
understand the intricacies of the ap-
propriations process, are willing to get
into the details and work hard. I com-
mend their leadership, and look for-
ward to ultimately supporting this bill
today.

I certainly support the open rule that
has been granted, as is customary for
an appropriations bill, particularly be-
cause it will allow for the first time in
at least 10 years, and perhaps longer,
for us to have a specific vote on the op-
portunity to have money dedicated to
the cleanup of unexploded ordnance
and military pollution.

Mr. Speaker, this is one of the great
hidden issues surrounding military
quality of life. Unexploded ordnance
and military toxins pollute an area we
anticipate is larger than the States of
Maryland and Massachusetts com-
bined. Let me repeat that. We face
military pollution of over 200 years of
military activity in this country that
is suspected to pollute an area larger
than the combined States of Maryland
and Massachusetts.

This is an area that is taking billions
of dollars, we do not know how much,
frankly, and we are on a path, given
the current patterns of expenditure,
that it will take not dozens of years,
not decades, but it could take centuries
to clean up.

Now, military quality of life is
threatened by exposure to unexploded
ordnance and military toxins. My good
friend from Massachusetts knows well
the problem with the Massachusetts
Military Reservation, where ground-
water contamination is threatening
the water supply of Martha’s Vineyard,
and there were 8,000 shells that have
been discovered already, some within
half a mile of an elementary school. We
have the opportunity under this bill to
be able to dedicate funds to meaning-
fully accelerate the cleanup.

I am shocked as a Member of Con-
gress that we are talking about the
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fifth round of base closures, the fifth
round of base closures, threatening
upset for communities across the coun-
try and job loss, and we have not yet
cleaned up bases that were closed in
the 1988 round.

I will be offering amendments to
remedy this situation and deal with
the unexploded ordnance and the mili-
tary toxins. I would suggest that this is
an opportunity that will not only pro-
tect the people in these communities
that lost military facilities and were
not cleaned up, but it will accelerate
the development of technology that
will save lives for our military around
the world. Because the sooner we can
figure out whether it is a hubcap or a
shell that is buried, it is not just going
to make a difference in Massachusetts
or in Georgia, where you have
unexploded ordnance, or in my State,
but it will make a difference in Iraq,
Afghanistan and for innocent people
that are dying in former battlefields
every day around the world.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. FOLEY), a Member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, let me support strongly
this bill which supports our veterans
who have served this country so incred-
ibly well. We are a nation of freedom
because of the hard work and sacrifice
of veterans everywhere, and every day
of my life I think of my father and oth-
ers who have served this great country
with distinction.

We are a free nation, and we are win-
ning the battles because of the bravery
of our active duty Reservists. But it is
the veteran who has brought honor to
the flag behind the Speaker’s well, and
it is the veteran who has made it pos-
sible for us to be the free and proud Na-
tion we are.

Today, at 12:45, I will go to the Board
of Veterans Appeals on a case that is
vitally important to a person in my
district, and that is Almon Scott. I
have never personally gone to the
Board of Appeals level for any veteran
personally. My staff has worked tire-
lessly, Diana Robins in my district,
fighting for veterans. But this is a
unique case.

Almon Scott served this Nation dur-
ing Vietnam. He was asked to guard a
base where we believe there were po-
tential radioactive materials. Almon
Scott is dying now of cancer, a cancer
largely linked with radioactive mate-
rial.

Almon Scott has been shunted aside,
if you will, by a system that suggests
somehow his ailments are not related
to his tour of duty. Unfortunately, he
is not entitled to his records, they have
been sealed, so Mr. Scott cannot even
prove his case, which is why I have
taken this extraordinary opportunity
to testify on his behalf. He is in Stuart,
Florida, today and cannot travel be-
cause of his illness. His illness is seri-
ous, and it is possibly close, from what
I understand, to the end of his life.
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What we are hoping to do today is to
give Al Scott justice. We are hoping
that they recognize his valiant efforts
at service, and that the final measure
of devotion to this Nation is, he did
what he was told. Now they will not
tell him what he was guarding.

Subsequent facts have indicated
there may have been nuclear or other
kinds of Dbiological-type weaponry
stored at the site he was requested to
guard. At the end of his tour of duty he
was told to go home and remain silent
about what he did at that time. He
honored that contract with America.
Now I am hoping today, as I approach
the Board of Veterans Appeal not as a
lawyer, not as a Congressman, but as a
fellow American, that Almon Scott’s
plea for justice will be heard, and that
those hearing his appeal will look at
his case specifically and recognize that
the right thing to do for this veteran,
this proud American, this Marine, is to
stand by that same commitment he
gave this Nation, that same devotion
and that same dedication.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is inadequate
to meet the health care needs of our
veterans, plain and simple. Every vet-
erans group in America has recognized
that fact. They have all written to all
of us. So we can spin this all we want,
that somehow this is this incredible
bill that is going to take care of all the
health care needs of our veterans, but
the bottom line is, it is better than
what the President requested, but it is
not enough. And we have an oppor-
tunity to fix it.

To the gentleman from California
who earlier questioned my patriotism
and pointed out I did not serve in the
military, let me say to him that I am
in awe of those men and women who
have served in our military. I am
grateful for what they have done.

I have two children, and there is not
a day that I do not wake up and thank
God they live in the freest country in
the world. And it is precisely because
of the veterans who have served our
country over the years that they have
that privilege. And it is precisely be-
cause of my gratitude to the men and
women who serve in our military that
I feel so passionately about making
sure that we do the right thing here
today and we adequately fund our vet-
erans’ health care budget.

That is what this debate is all about,
and that is whether you are a Repub-
lican or Democrat, liberal or conserv-
ative. I would like to think we could
come together on this one issue and
make sure that the veterans get what
they deserve and have earned. We are
at war, and yet, as the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. EDWARDS) pointed out ear-
lier and as the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) pointed out, we are
not making any sacrifices.

What the Obey amendment would do
is simply shave a little bit off of the
tax cuts that millionaires are getting
and put it towards the veterans budget
to make sure we get what we need.
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Mr. Speaker, I will be asking Mem-
bers to vote ‘‘no’’ on the previous ques-
tion. If the previous question is de-
feated, I will amend the rule so we can
consider the Obey amendment that was
rejected in the Committee on Rules
last night on a straight party line vote.

Mr. Speaker, the Obey amendment
would add an additional $2.6 billion for
VA health care and pay for it by slight-
ly reducing the size of the tax cut for
those persons who make more than $1
million a year. Instead of receiving a
tax cut of $140,000, they would get
$129,000, a reduction of $11,000 for mil-
lionaires. I will tell you that I cannot
believe anybody in this country would
object to that. I think if you did a poll
right now, overwhelmingly the Amer-
ican people would say, that makes
sense in this time of war. I am sure
that the Donald Trumps and the Bill
Gates of this country could afford to
reduce their tax cut by $11,000 so that
our troops can have the best health
care possible when they return from
Iraq and Afghanistan.

This amendment will correct one of
most serious shortfalls in this bill,
quality health care for our Nation’s
veterans. It is absolutely critical that
this funding be increased to meet the
growing needs of our country’s vet-
erans.

This Nation made a promise to those
serving in the military that they would
receive quality health care in return
for their valiant service to this coun-
try, and now that wounded soldiers are
returning to their homes, they deserve
the best medical treatment and care
available.

We can fix this today. We can fix this
today if we allow the Obey amendment
to be considered on the floor. But the
only way that will happen is if we de-
feat the previous question.

I want to assure my colleagues that a
“no”” vote will not prevent us from con-
sidering the military quality of life-VA
appropriations bill under an open rule,
but a ‘“‘no” vote will allow Members to
vote on the Obey amendment. However,
a ‘‘yes” vote will block consideration
of this amendment to help our Nation’s
soldiers and our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, I am in awe of
our Nation’s veterans. A few hours
from now, Members of this body will
get on planes and go to their districts
and prepare to attend various Memo-
rial Day events throughout the coun-
try, and I know all of us will pay trib-
ute to our veterans. We will thank
them, we will pay tribute by using the
most wonderful words that we can ex-
press to be able to say ‘‘thank you”
adequately.

But, Mr. Speaker, words are not
enough. We have enough words in this
House. They are not enough. Yester-
day, the Republican majority turned
their backs on so many veterans by de-
feating the motion by the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR) to pro-
vide more health care benefits to our
members of the Guard and Reserve. It
was shameful. But today you have a
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chance to redeem yourself. Today, you
have a chance to stand up and do the
right thing.

Mr. Speaker, we need to support our
veterans. We need to make sure they
have what they need. We need to sup-
port them not just with words, but
with action.

Mr. Speaker, at this point, I ask
unanimous consent to insert the text
of the amendment immediately prior
to the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts?

There was no objection.

0 1115

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise again in support
of this rule and in recognition of its
importance to the men and women who
have and who continue to serve and
protect America.

Mr. Speaker, our service men and
women sacrifice so much for the safety
and security of this Nation, and we
have the responsibility to ensure that
they have everything that they need,
not only to succeed in their duties, but
also to enjoy the quality of life that
they deserve.

This bill represents the culmination
of a lot of hard work and a lot of co-
operation to not only completely sup-
port our service men and women but to
also do so in the most helpful and fis-
cally responsible way. With a total
amount of $121.8 billion, this bill in-
cludes an overall increase of $5.8 billion
in discretionary spending from last
year. Specifically, the Department of
Veterans Affairs will receive $2.3 bil-
lion more than the previous year. The
VA medical care increase from 2005 to
2006, I gave the number earlier for the
previous 5 years, another 8.5 percent
increase. They will receive, they the
VA medical services, an increase of $1.6
billion. And again, I emphasize that
there will be no new fees for either vet-
erans medical services or for prescrip-
tion drugs.

Today represent a victory for our
service men and women in all stages of
service from recruitment to retire-
ment. And I appreciate all of my col-
leagues who have spoken on behalf of
the rule and in support of the under-
lying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to
thank the subcommittee chairman, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
WALSH); the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS); and
the chairman, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEWIS), for leading the
way and ensuring the necessary funds
to provide for the quality of life of our
service men and women.

I want to encourage my colleagues to
support both this rule and the under-
lying bill for the sake of those who
spend their lives defending ours.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in opposition to the previous ques-
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tion on H. Res. 298, the rule providing for the
Military Quality of Life Appropriations Bill for
FY06.

Memorial Day will soon be here, and mem-
bers of this body will head home to join Ameri-
cans all across the country in celebrating
those who serve, and have served, our Na-
tion. These brave men and women undeniably
deserve our praise and enduring gratitude for
all they have done to defend our nation and
secure our freedom. While grateful words and
thoughtful recognition is right and necessary, it
is incumbent on us in this Congress to ensure
that words are met with action.

Over 1 million of our active-duty and reserve
soldiers have served to date in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. These men and women—like their
predecessors before them—were promised a
life time of health care in return for their serv-
ice to our country. However, as these young
soldiers return home, they find that this prom-
ise has not been kept by this Congress or the
current Administration.

Today, more than 50,000 veterans are wait-
ing in line for at least 6 months for veterans’
health care—and that problem will only get
worse with the growing numbers of returning
soldiers from Operations Iragi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom. As of May 2005, VA had
treated only about 85,000 of the 360,675 vet-
erans from these deployments. In 2006, the
Department expects to treat 5.2 million vet-
erans—double the number in 1995. And the
overall medical care inflation rate for 2003 was
close to double the inflation rate.

It is telling that major veteran service organi-
zations call this bill “totally inadequate” and
tantamount to veterans being “kicked to the
curb.” The current proposal before us is no
less than $2.6 billion below the amount need-
ed to maintain current V A services.

The majority is nothing if not consistent, and
has once again blocked attempts to fully fund
the VA. The Obey amendment, blocked from
even being considered on the floor today,
would have increased spending on veterans
health services by a total of $2.6 billion over
H.R. 2528 This amendment means real im-
provements to medical services to meet in-
creased demand for mental health services,
prosthetics and amputee care, and for priority
8 veterans. It adds $300 million to upgrade
and improve accessibility to VA medical facili-
ties, restoring most of the $400 million cut in
the bill. And it does so by reducing the tax
cuts for millionaires by about 8 percent—so in-
stead of a $140,000 tax cut, the millionaire
filer would get $129,000 tax cut. When com-
pared to all our veterans have fought for and
sacrificed, this seems like the least that we
can do.

When Americans serve their nation in the
military, whether it is the Second World War or
the current war in Iraq, this government makes
the promise of a lifetime of guaranteed
healthcare. It is outrageous that after all the lip
service and rhetoric paid to American vet-
erans, the Republican Majority then turns
around and reduces funding for their
healthcare. It is long past time that Congress
match rhetoric with real action to ensure vet-
erans receive the level of service they were
promised.

As my good friend Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi
said last night on this floor, our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen and marines have been there for
us. Now it is our turn to be there for them. |
urge my colleagues to defeat the previous
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question and finally give our veterans the

health care system they deserve.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:
PREVIOUS QUESTION STATEMENT ON H. RES.

298—RULE FOR H.R. 2528 FY06 MILITARY

QUALITY OF LIFE—VA APPROPRIATIONS

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new sections:

SEC. 2. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this resolution, the amendment print-
ed in section 3 shall be in order without
intervention of any point of order and before
any other amendment if offered by Rep-
resentative Obey of Wisconsin or a designee.
The amendment is not subject to amendment
except for pro forma amendments or to a de-
mand for a division of the question in the
committee of the whole or in the House.

SEC. 3. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 2 is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE,
VA, APPROPRIATIONS BILL OFFERED BY MR.
OBEY OF WISCONSIN
Page 31, line 1, relating to VA compensa-

tion and pensions, insert after the dollar

amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$26,000,000)’.

Page 34, line 21, relating to VA medical
services, insert after the dollar amount the
following: ‘“‘(increased by $1,500,000,000)"".

Page 36, line 9, relating to VA medical ad-
ministration, insert after the dollar amount
the following: ‘‘(increased by $500,000,000)".

Page 37, line 1, relating to VA medical fa-
cilities, insert after the dollar amount the
following: ‘‘(increased by $300,000,000).

Page 37, line 8, relating to VA medical and
prosthetic research, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$67,000,000)"".

Page 37, line 20, relating to VA general op-
erating expense, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$11,000,000)’.

Page 39, line 16, relating to major con-
struction projects, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$150,000,000)"’.

Page 41, line 11, relating to minor con-
struction projects, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$51,000,000)’.

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) add the following new section:

SEC. 409. In the case of taxpayers with an
adjusted gross income in excess of $1,000,000
for taxable year 2006, the amount of tax re-
duction resulting from the enactment of the
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-16) and the
Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-27) shall be re-
duced by 8.125 percent.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The question is on ordering
the previous question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XX, the
Chair will reduce to 5 minutes the min-

Evi-

imum time for electronic voting, if or-
dered, on the question of adoption of
the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 223, nays
194, not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 223]

YEAS—223

Aderholt Gibbons Northup
AKkin Gilchrest Nunes
Alexander Gillmor Nussle
Bachus Gingrey Osborne
Baker Gohmert Otter
Barrett (SC) Goode Oxley
Bartlett (MD) Goodlatte Paul
Barton (TX) Granger Pearce
Bass Graves Pence
Beauprez Green (WI) Peterson (PA)
Biggert Gutknecht Petri
Bilirakis Hall Pickering
Bishop (UT) Harris Pitts
Blackburn Hart Platts
Blunt Hayes Poe
Boehlert Hayworth Pombo
Boehner Hefley Porter
Bonilla Hensarling Price (GA)
Bonner Herger Pryce (OH)
Bono Hobson Putnam
Boozman Hoekstra Radanovich
Boustany Hostettler Ramstad
Bradley (NH) Hulshof Regula
Brady (TX) Hunter Rehberg
Brown (SC) Inglis (SC) Reichert
Brown-Waite, Issa Renzi

Ginny Istook Reynolds
Burgess Jenkins Rogers (AL)
Burton (IN) Jindal Rogers (KY)
Buyer Johnson (CT) Rogers (MI)
Calvert Johnson (IL) Rohrabacher
Camp Johnson, Sam Ros-Lehtinen
Cannon Jones (NC) Royce
Cantor Keller Ryan (WI)
Capito Kelly Ryun (KS)
Carter Kennedy (MN) Saxton
Castle King (IA) Schwarz (MI)
Chabot King (NY) Sensenbrenner
Chocola Kingston Sessions
Coble Kirk Shadegg
Cole (OK) Kline Shaw
Conaway Knollenberg Shays
Cox Kolbe Sherwood
Crenshaw Kuhl (NY) Shimkus
Cubin LaHood Shuster
Culberson Latham Simmons
Cunningham LaTourette Simpson
Davis (KY) Leach Smith (NJ)
Davis, Jo Ann Lewis (CA) Smith (TX)
Davis, Tom Lewis (KY) Sodrel
Deal (GA) Linder Souder
DeLay LoBiondo Stearns
Dent Lucas Sullivan
Diaz-Balart, L. Lungren, Daniel  Tancredo
Diaz-Balart, M. E. Taylor (NC)
Doolittle Mack Terry
Drake Manzullo Thomas
Dreier Marchant Thornberry
Duncan McCaul (TX) Tiahrt
Ehlers McCotter Tiberi
English (PA) McCrery Turner
Everett McHenry Upton
Feeney McHugh Walden (OR)
Ferguson McKeon Walsh
Fitzpatrick (PA) McMorris Wamp
Flake Mica Weldon (FL)
Foley Miller (FL) Weldon (PA)
Forbes Miller (MI) Weller
Fortenberry Miller, Gary Westmoreland
Fossella Moran (KS) Whitfield
Foxx Murphy Wicker
Franks (AZ) Musgrave Wilson (NM)
Gallegly Myrick Wilson (SC)
Garrett (NJ) Neugebauer Wolf
Gerlach Ney Young (AK)

NAYS—194

Abercrombie Berman Brown, Corrine
Ackerman Berry Butterfield
Allen Bishop (GA) Capps
Andrews Bishop (NY) Capuano
Baca Blumenauer Cardin
Baird Boren Cardoza
Baldwin Boswell Carnahan
Barrow Boucher Carson
Bean Boyd Case
Becerra Brady (PA) Chandler
Berkley Brown (OH) Clay
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Cleaver
Clyburn
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Edwards
Emanuel
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Ford
Frank (MA)
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Higgins
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Kanjorski

Doyle
Emerson
Filner
Frelinghuysen
Hastings (WA)
Herseth
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Kaptur
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kind
Kucinich
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee

Levin

Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lynch
Maloney
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy
McCollum (MN)
McDermott
McGovern
MclIntyre
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (NC)
Miller, George

Rahall
Rangel
Reyes
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sabo
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schwartz (PA)
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Sherman
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Spratt
Stark
Strickland
Stupak
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)

Mollohan Thompson (CA)
Moore (KS) Thompson (MS)
Moore (WI) Tierney
Moran (VA) Towns
Nadler Udall (CO)
Napolitano Udall (NM)
Neal (MA) Van Hollen
Oberstar Velazquez
Obey Visclosky
Olver Wasserman
Ortiz Schultz
Owens Waters
Pallone Watson
Pascrell Watt
Pastor Waxman
Payne Weiner
Pelosi Wexler
Peterson (MN) Woolsey
Pomeroy Wu
Price (NC) Wynn
NOT VOTING—16
Hyde Millender-
Johnson, E. B. McDonald
Jones (OH) Murtha
McKinney Norwood
Menendez Sweeney
Young (FL)
0O 1143

Messrs. SERRANO, CHANDLER and
POMEROY changed their vote from
uyean to una‘y.n

Mr. TURNER changed his vote from
unayn to uyea.n

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
223, on H. Res. 298, | was in my Congres-
sional District on official business. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The question is on the resolu-

tion.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

0O 1145

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1449

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to have my
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name removed as a cosponsor of H.R.
1449.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from North
Carolina?

There was no objection.

——

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2528 and that I may include
tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

——

MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 298 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2528.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from New Hampshire (Mr. BASS) as
chairman of the Committee of the
Whole, and requests the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) to assume
the chair temporarily.

0O 1147
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2528)
making appropriations for military
quality of life functions of the Depart-
ment of Defense, military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes, with Mrs. BIGGERT
(Acting Chairman) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the rule, the bill is considered as hav-
ing been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. WALSH) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WALSH).

Mr. WALSH. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chairman, today I am proud
to represent the first Subcommittee on
Military Quality of Life and Veterans
Affairs and Related Agencies appro-
priations bill for consideration of the
House.

This subcommittee was formed for
the purpose of taking a more com-
prehensive look at the programs re-
lated to providing a suitable quality of
life for our service men and women,
from recruitment through retirement.
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I believe the bill before Members today
does just that, and it does it in a fis-
cally responsible way.

Since the advent of the All-Volunteer
Force in 1973, quality of life has come
to play an increasingly important role.
In the short time between the sub-
committee’s organization and today, I
have met with many officials from the
Department of Defense who are ener-
gized and excited with the makeup of
this new subcommittee. Everyone we
met said the same thing, you recruit
the soldier, but you retain ‘‘the fam-
ily”’; and this new bill structure will
make a significant contribution to that
goal.

I have also met with many people on
the issues related to the Defense
Health Program and the VA. Again,
there is excitement about the synergies
that currently exist and the ones that
can be developed or enhanced between
DOD and VA. This bill makes all that
possible.

I salute the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman LEWIS) for having the
foresight and persistence to bring
about this positive change.

The bill before us today totals $121.8
billion, of which $85.2 billion is discre-
tionary spending and $36.6 billion is
mandatory spending. On the discre-
tionary side, the bill is $1.1 billion
above the President’s request and $5.9
billion above last year’s bill. The bill
funds the VA at $68.1 billion, $2.3 bil-
lion above fiscal year 2005, and $635
million above the budget request. In-
cluded in this amount is $21 billion for
medical services, a $1.6 billion increase
above the 2005 enacted level, and $1 bil-
lion above the budget request. This is
an 8.5 percent increase over last year. I
would also note that with the funding
in this bill, the medical services ac-
count will grow by 18.2 percent over
the past 2 years.

Also, this funding level does not as-
sume adoption of any new fees, nor
does it preclude the committee of juris-
diction from moving on such legisla-
tion. The VA funding level, among
other things, restores funding for long-
term care to the level it was in the fis-
cal year 2005 appropriation, and we di-
rect the Secretary to work with the
National Association of State Veterans
Homes to come to some agreeable pol-
icy to make the program work better
for veterans and the taxpayers.

The bill also includes language di-
recting the Department to spend not
less than $2.2 billion on specialty men-
tal health care in fiscal year 2006, in di-
rect concern to many Members of Con-
gress that the VA needs to make this a
priority. We have never specified fund-
ing for a category of care in this bill in
the past.

We have also included report lan-
guage directing the Department to
more than double the funding available
for mental health research. For the De-
partment of Defense, the bill provides
$563.5 billion. Within this total is fund-
ing for military construction, family
housing construction and maintenance,
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costs associated with BRAC for the
prior rounds and the current round,
basic allowance for housing payments,
facilities sustainment, restoration and
modernization, and environmental res-
toration.

Regarding BRAC, let me just repeat
what we have said in subcommittee. As
of now, we consider the Secretary of
Defense’s recommendations just that,
recommendations only. We will be fol-
lowing the commission process, but we
see no need to make changes to the
military construction budget at this
time. Also included in this total is $20
billion for the Defense Health Program,
an increase of $1.8 billion above fiscal
year 2005 and $192 million above the
budget request. This amount supports
troop readiness by making sure we
have an adequate funding level to pre-
pare our soldiers, sailors, and airmen
for training and deployments while
caring for their families and depend-
ents.

One last thing I wanted to mention is
the joint DOD-VA incentives program
which was authorized in fiscal year 2003
and has been appropriated since that
time. This program creates a fund
which creates the opportunity for the
DOD and VA to explore joint ventures
in research and information technology
that establishes and enhances con-
tinuity between these two Depart-
ments and contributes to the synergies
we all want.

We have a responsibility to make
sure that the limited resources we have
are spent efficiently and effectively
and that programs achieve their mis-
sion. The structure of this bill provides
us with an opportunity to take a bold
look across programs and Departments
and find synergies and efficiencies.
Change is not always easy to go
through, and it does not happen over-
night; but we have taken the first step
towards producing a more focused bill,
and I want to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. LEwWIS) for his vi-
sion and support.

Lastly, I would like to express my
gratitude to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. EDWARDS), the ranking member of
the subcommittee. We have developed
a strong working relationship based
upon trust. He has a wealth of experi-
ence with the military, given his long
association with Fort Hood, Texas. He
has been very generous with his time
and his counsel as we assembled this
bill, and it is much appreciated.

Thanks to my subcommittee mem-
bers for their active participation in
the hearing process and also for their
advice, and also to our very profes-
sional staff led by the capable Carol
Murphy, and to my personal staff for
their help in preparing this work prod-
uct. I am very grateful to all of them.
This would not have been possible
without their help.
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MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATION BILL, 2006 (H.R. 2528)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2005 FY 2006 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
TITLE I - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Military construction, Army......... .. .. i 1,981,084 1,479,841 1,652,552 -328,532 +172,711
RESCISSIONS . ... i e -18,978 --- --- +18,976 ---
15 O 1,962,108 1,479,841 1,652,552 -309,556 +172,711
Wilitary construction, Navy and Marine Corps.......... 1,069,847 1,029,249 1,109,177 +39,230 +79,928
RESCISSTONS . .. vt i i i i i -24,000 .- .-- +24,000 .-
Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)........... 138,800 .- .- -138,800 .-
Additional appropriations {Div. J) (P.L. 108-447). -4,350 --- --- +4,350 ---
TotaT . e 1,180,397 1,029,249 1,109,177 -71,220 +79,628
Wilitary construction, Air Force............. ... ..... 866,331 1,069,640 1,171,338 +305,007 +101,698
ReSCISSTON. ... e -21,800 --- --- +21,800 ---
2 1 844,531 1,069,640 1,171,338 +326,807 +101,698
Military construction, Defense-wide................... 686,055 1,042,730 976,664 +280,609 -66,0686
RESCISSTON. .. i e e -22,737 --- .- +22,737 ---
Total . e e 663,318 1,042,730 976,664 +313,346 -66,066
Total, Active components...................vvunn 4,650,354 4,621 460 4,909,731 +259,377 +288.271
Hilitary construction, Army National Guard............ 446,748 327,012 410,624 -36,124 +83,612
Military construction, Air National Guard............. 243,043 165,256 225,727 -17,316 +60,471
RESCISSTON. i i i e i e -5,000 EE RS +5,000 e
Total . . 238,043 165,256 225,727 -12,316 +60,471
Military construction, Army Reserve................... 92,377 106,077 138,425 +46,048 +32,348
Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)........... 8.700 .- .- -8,700 .-
TotaT . e 101,077 106,077 138,425 +37,348 +32,348
Military construction, Naval Reserve.................. 44,246 45,228 45,228 +980 ---
Additional appropriations (Piv. J} {P.L. 108-447). 4,350 - - -4.,350 ---
> D 48,596 45,226 45,226 -3,370
Military construction, Air Force Reserve.............. 123,877 79,280 110,847 -13,130 +31,587
Total, Reserve components....................... 958,441 722,831 930,849 -27,592 +208,018
Total, Military construction.................... 5,608,795 5,344,291 5,840,580 +231,785 +496,289
Appropriations,............ ... ... ..., (5,553,808) (5,344,291) (5,840,580) (+286.,772) (+496,289)
Emergency appropriations.................... (147 ,500) .- .- (-147.,500} ---

ReSCisSSTIONS. ... ... i s {-92,513) .- - (+92,513)

North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security Investment

Program. . ... . .. e e 165,800 206,858 206,858 +41,058
Rescission. ... .. ... i, -5.000 -.- .- +5,000 ---
Total . e e 160,800 206,858 206,858 +46,058
Family housing construction, Army..................... 636,099 549,636 549,636 -86,463 “.-
RESCISSTION. L. it i e e -21,000 .- .- +21,000 .-
121 - 615,099 549,636 549,636 -65,463 “--
Family housing operation and maintenance, Army........ 926,507 812,993 803,993 -122 514 -§,000
Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)........... 1,200 --- --- -1,200 ---

Total. .o 927,707 812,993 803,993 -123,714 -9,000



May 26, 2005

MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATION BILL,

(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2005
Enacted

FY 2006
Request

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE
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Family housing construction, Navy and Marine Corps....
RESCISSTON. . . i e e

Family housing operation and maintenance, Navy and
Marine Corps...... ... v

Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)...........
Total. i e
Family housing construction, Air Force................
ReSCiSSToN.... ... i
Total. . o e e
Family housing operation and maintenance, Air Force...
Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)...........
Total. . e e
Family housing construction, Defense-wide.............

Family housing operation and maintenance, Defense-wide

Department of Defense Family Housing Improvement
FUNd . . e e

Total, Family housing............ovivinnnnonnn
Appropriations. . ... ... i i i
Emergency appropriations....................
Rescissions. .. ... . i,

Chemical demilitarization construction, Defense-wide..
Base realignment and closure:
Base realignment and closure account, 1930........
Base realignment and closure account, 2005........
Emergency appropriations (P.L. 108-324)...........

Total, Base realignment and closure......,......

Basic Allowance for Housing:

ALY . e e e s
Ny . e e e
Marine CorpPs. . i i e e
ATy FOrCE. e
Army National Guard. ..............................
Air National Guard................... . ...,
Army RESEIVE. . .. . it ittt
Naval Reserve. .. ... it
Marine Corps ReSErvVe. . ... ii i iinrannn
Air Force Reserve............coiiiiiiiviniannnana,

Total, Basic Allowance for Housing..............

Facilities Sustainment, Restoration and Modernization:

Marine Corps. ... ... i e
ATl FOrCe. . i i e

Army National Guard...... ... ... ... i,
Air National Guard.............. .. ... .. civiinonnn
APMY RESEIVE. ..ottt ittt ittt
Naval ReServe. . .........couiiniininiivnennnneinnn.

218,942

593,660

705,404

846,959
-45,171

593,660

1,251,108

1,236,220

1,251,108

766,939

1,236,220

755,319

864,784
49
49,575

2,500
-19,109

766,939

46,391

2,500

755,319

46,391

2,500

4,074,603
(4,150, 484)
(21,700)
(-97,581)

246,116

4,242,169
(4,242,169)

377,827
1,880,466

4,201,661
{4,201,661)

377,827
1,570,466

3,341,882
3,471,251
1,053,573
3,010,770
434,073
214,151
290,117
202,282
38,945

2,268,293

3,945,392
3,592,805
1,179,071
3,240,113
453,690
248,317
310,566
191,338

1,948,293

3,945,392
3,592,905
1,179,071
3,240,113
453,690
248,317
310,566
191,338
40,609
71,286

12,116,825

1,967.028
1,333,288
523,756
1,991,710
95,000
384,044
230,642
201,141
73,410
12,126

13,273,287

1,825,518
1,344,871
553,960
1,815,701
115,400
391,544
169,791
204,370
62,788
10,105

13,273,287

1,850,518
1,344,971
553,960
1,845,701
115,400
391,544
184,781
204,370
67,788
10,105

Bill vs. Bil11 vs.
Eracted Request
+79,835 ---
+12,301 ..
+92.,136 .-
-107 ,644 -5,000
-8,100 ---
-116,744 -5,000
+389,261 -14,888
+45,171 ---
+434 432 -14,888
-98,065 -11,620
-11,400 ---
-109,465 -11,620
.49 .
-3,184 ---
+19,109 .-
+19,109 ---
+127,058 -40.,508
(+51.,177) (-40,508)
(-21,700) ...
(+97,581) .-
-81,888 .en
+131,711 ---
+1,570,466 -310,000
-50 -
+1,702.,127 -310,000
+603,510 ---
+121,654 .
+125,498 -
+229,343 -
+19,617 ---
+34,166 ---
+20,449 -
-10,944 .
+1,664 .
+11,505 .-
+1,156,462 .-
-116.,510 +25,000
+11,683 EE
+30,204 ---
-146,009 +30,000
+20,400 .
+7,500 ---
-45,851 +15,000
+3,229 ---
-5,622 +5,000

-2,021
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MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATION BILL, 2006 (H.R. 2528)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2005 FY 2006 Bi1l vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Air Force Reserve. . ........coieiiiiinienincarnnes 53,066 55,764 55,764 +2,708 -
Total, Facilities Sustainment, Restoration
and Modernization........ ... ... o i 6,865,201 6,549,912 6,624 912 -240,289 +75,000
Environmental Restoration:
Ay L e e e e e e 400,948 407,865 407,865 +6,917 .-
NBVY L et e e e e e 266,820 305,275 305,275 +38,455 B
AT PGB . . i i e e 397,368 406,461 406,461 +9,093 -
Defense-Wide. . ... ... . oo i e 23,684 28,167 28,167 +4,483 .-
Formerly used Defense sites............. ... ...... 266,516 221,921 221,921 -44 595 ---
Total, Environmental Restoration................ 1,355,336 1,369,689 1,369,689 +14,353 ...
Defense Health Program:
Operation and maintenance... ... .. . o n s 17,297,419 19,247,137 19,184,537 +1,887.118 -62.600
Procurement . . . ... . i e 367,035 375,319 355,119 -11,918 -20,200
Research and development............... . .ccovuu.n 506,982 169,156 444,256 -62,726 +275,100
Total, Defense Health Program................... 18,171,436 16,791,612 19,983,912 +1,812,478

General provision {sec. 12BY.. ... ... .. o i - 65,000 65,000 +65,000

Total, title I:

New budget (obliigational) authority......... 48,681,048 53,101,111 53,514,192 +4,833,144 +413,081
Appropriations................ ... ... .., (48,706,892) (53,101,111) (53,514,192} (+4,807,300) (+413,081)
Emergency appropriations................ (169, 250) .. .- (-169,250) .-
RESCISSTONS . ... i i e (-195,094) .- --- (+195,094) .-

TITLE II - DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Veterans Benefits Administration

Compensation and pensions............ ... oviuveinnuna.s 32,607,688 33.,412.879 33,412,879 +805,191 ...
Readjustment benefits. ... .. ... .. ... .. . i i, 2,556,232 3,214,246 3,214,246 +658,014 ---
Veterans insurance and indemnities.................... 44,380 45,907 45,907 +1,827 ---
Veterans housing benefit program fund program account
(indefinite) . ... i e i 43,784 64,586 64,586 +20,802 “-
(Limitation on direct Yoans)................c.cv.t. {500) {500) (500) .- .-
Credit subsidy. ... ... ... .. i i -144,000 -112,000 -112,000 +32,000 LR
Administrative expenses. ........c.ovuenininrnan., 152,842 153,575 153,575 +733 .-
Vocational rehabilitation loans program account....... 47 53 53 +6 .-
(Limitation on direct loans)...................... (4.108) (4,242) (4,242} (+134) ---
Administrative expenses. ............c.ooiinv.inny 309 305 305 -4 .--
Native American veteran housing loan program account.. 566 580 580 +14 .-
(Limitation on direct Toans)...................... (50,000) (30,000) (30,000} (-20,000) ---
Total, Veterans Benefits Administration......... 35,261,848 36,780,131 36,780,131 +1.518,283 -

Veterans Health Administration

Medical Services. ... ..o it s 19,316,995 19,995,141 20,985,141 +1,678,146 +1,000,000
Emergency apprepriations (P.L.108-324)............ 38,283 .- .- -38,283 ---
Medical administration................................ 4,667 .360 4,517,874 4,134,874 -532,486 -383,000
Emergency appropriations (P.L.108-324)............ 1.940 . .. -1,940 .-
Medical facilities.... .. ... v, 3,715,040 3,297,669 3,297,669 -417,371 .-
Emergency appropriations (P.L.108-324)............ 46,909 --- .- -46,909 .o
Medical and prosthetic research....................... 402,348 393,000 393,000 -8,348 .-
Medical care cost recovery collections:
Gffsetting collections............................ -1,985,984 ~2,170,G00 -2,179,000 -184,016 ---
Appropriations (indefimite)...... . ... ... ... ..... 1,985,984 2,170,000 2,170,000 +184,016 .-
Total, Veterans Health Administration........... 28,188,875 28.203.684 28,820,684 +631,809 +617,000

Departmental Administration

General operating exXpenses..............covvrvrerenn.. 1,314,155 1,418,827 1,411,827 +87,672 -7,000
Emergency appropriations (P.L.108-324)............ 545 --- --- -545 ---
National Cemetery Administration...................... 147,734 156,447 156,447 +8,713 ---
Emergency appropriations (P.L.108-324)............ 50 --- .- -50 ~--

Office of Inspector General...............cccivvvon., 69,153 70,174 70,174 +1.021 .-
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MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATION BILL, 2006 (H.R. 2528)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2005 FY 2006 Bi1l vs. Bi11 vs.
Enacted Reguest Bi1l Enacted Request
Construction, major projects.......... ... ... .. ... .... 455,130 607,100 867,100 +151,970 .o
Construction, minor projects............oiviiiinnsonnn 228,933 208,937 208,937 -19,996 -
Emergency appropriations (P.L.108-324)............ 36,343 .- . -36,343 .
Grants for construction of State extended care
facilities. . . o e 104,322 --- 25,000 -79,322 +25,000
Grants for the construction of State veterans
CemeLeries. . o e 31,744 32,000 32,000 +256 “--
Total, Departmental Administration.............. 2,388,108 2,493,485 2.511,485 +123,3786 +18,000
Total, title II:
New budget (obligational) authority......... 65,838,832 67,477,300 68,112,300 +2,273,468 +635,000
Appropriations......... ... i, (65,714,762) (67,477,300) (68,112,300) (+2,387,538) (+635,000)
Emergency appropriations................ (124,070) --- .- (-124,070) ---
(Limitation on direct Toans)................ (54,608) (34,742) (34,742) {-19,866) .-
DISCretionary . .. . i e 30,730,748 30,851,682 31,486,682 +755,934 +6§35,000
Handatory . ... e e e 35,108,084 36,625,618 36.625,618 +1,517,534 .-
TITLE III - RELATED AGENCIES
American Battle Monuments Commission
Salaries and exXpenses. . ... ... ..t e 40,771 35,250 35,750 -5,021 +500
Foreign currency fluctuations......................... 11.904 15,250 15,250 +3,346 .-
Total, American Battle Monuments Commission..... 52,675 50,500 51,000 -1,675 +500
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims
Salaries and eXPensesS. ..........ooiiiurneuianennennn.. 17,112 18,295 18,295 +1,183 ---
Department of Defense - Civil
Cemeterial Expenses, Ar